
 DECEMBER 2019   THURSFORD 
TABLET 

Report from the November Parish Council Meeting…County news items…Vignerons hard at 
work...Helping wildlife in our winter gardens…Christmas activities and dates for the diary.  

Notes from the Parish Council Meeting 
held in November  

Attending All Councillors attended - Cllr S 
Yerby (Chairman), Cllrs V Cushing, K 
Drake, S Eckworth, K Plumbly, G Pointer, 
C Ross. New Clerk Kerrie Harris was 
minuting the meeting. There were 3 
members of the public. Apologies had 
been received from NNDC Cllr Kershaw 
who had sent a report. NCC Cllr Aquerone 
had sent apologies at the September 
meeting for the remainder of 2019. There 
was one declaration of interest for item 
10.2 – the budget. 

September Minutes of the Parish Council 
Meeting held on 9th September 2019 were 
approved.  
 
Highways Cllr Yerby had contacted Steve 
White, Highways Officer and a meeting 
has been arranged for 19th November at 
Station Road to discuss mitigation of the 
dangers at the Crawfish and Melton 
Constable junctions of the A1048.  
 
Report from the District Council NNDC 
Cllr Kershaw had sent a report as he had 
four meetings booked for the evening. The 
Council’s Corporate plan has passed 
Overview & Scrutiny and will pass before 
Full Council this month.  If successful it 
will be communicated to Parish Councils 
and copies will be on the Council website 
and copies will also be put in public 
buildings. There has been a very positive 
response to the Climate Forum and 
Greenbuild event from an environmental 
point of view and NNDC are working 
towards involving communities to help 
with the programmes. Consultations 

regarding new division boundaries for the 
County, more details can be found  
at https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/1
8494. The consultation closes on 
December 2nd. 
 
Update on the Village Arch project 
The Council had previously agreed to 
install a WW1 memorial arch on the 
Village Green  Cllr Plumbly said that it had 
now been made and a time would need to 
be arranged to install it.  He would liaise 
with councilors. 
 
Correspondence received 
A correspondence list has been circulated 
and noted. A discussion took place 
regarding the request for a donation to the 
CAB. The Council agreed that the 
organization was not sufficiently local for a 
donation to be given but decided to put 
information in the Tablet if residents would 
like to make a donation themselves. The 
Wind Farm proposals do not impact on the 
parish, so no further action is required at 
this stage. Cllr Eckworth is hoping to 
attend the police meeting in Hindolveston. 
There were no planning applications to 
consider. 
 
Finance and Budget matters Community 
Account balance at 14th October was 
£923.16 and , NSI Account balance was 
£7,224.13 The budget for 2020/21 was 
agreed.  The precept would remain the 
same as 2019/20.  
 
Operation Tower Bridge  NNDC had 
now issued information on this.  The 
Parish Council agreed to the purchase of 
a flagpole and flag to the cost of £100, to 
be sited on the Village Green. 
 



Update on St Andrews Redevelopment 
Project Water supplies are now complete 
but not connected: Anglian Water need to 
close Heath Lane to finish the connection, 
so this will probably not take place until 
January. The money is available, and the 
plan is for the WC to be installed and the 
vestry converted in February. Once 
finished the WC will remain locked aside 
from services, concerts or village events. 
A bid has been made with the Heritage 
Lottery Fund to install a kitchen and 
renovate the stained-glass windows to 
prevent them from falling out. The 
outcome of this bid was due in December 
– hopes were not high! It is a Fund which 
has numerous requests, but none the less 
worth applying. 
 
Footpath signs  It was noted that the 
finger post near the Church that guides 
walkers from the Church Track across to 
the wood and on to Clarkes Lane has 
rotted and needs replacing. The Clerk will  
contact the Footpath’s Officer at NCC. 
 
Update on Thursford Assist A grant had 
been obtained in July 2019 and the annual 
village Christmas card containing 
community information will be produced 
and paid for by this grant. The Fridge 
Magnets are also going to be improved 
and re-issued. A report will be given to the 
Norfolk Big Society Fund (the grant 
awarding body) for their December 
meeting. TA offers support to our 
residents who may need help in a number 
of ways – from local hospital trips to help 
with a dog walk. TA also gives out a 
Trusted Traders List for our area.  TA is 
made up of a small group of local 
residents.  
Note that NCC has a county wide Trusted 
Trader List 
www.norfolk.gov.uk/trustedtrader.  
 
Late November Thursford Tablet 
The next Tablet will be produced at the 
end of November. The retiring Clerk has 
agreed to produce it, so items must be 
sent to her. 
 
Report on Highways meeting – 
Crawfish and Melton junctions 

Cllrts Yerby and Eckworth had a site 
meeting on 19th November with Steve 
White, the NCC Highways Engineer. 
 
Over the years, there have been many 
accidents, injuries and near misses at the 
crossroads by the Crawfish and the aim of 
the meeting was to try and see if 
Highways could help to reduce the risk of 
further incidents. 
 
It is also difficult for people living in Station 
Road to go out onto Brick Kiln Lane as 
you have to drive out virtually "blind" and 
hope that nothing is coming from the 
Melton/ Barney direction. 
 
Junction improvements are only looked at 
by Highways if there have been a lot of 
accidents involving injuries or death. Plain 
crashes caused by bad driving don't 
count.... There have been a number of 
accidents involving injuries - last one was 
in August this year.  The police are 
supposed to report these, whether the 
injury is serious or not, to the Casualty 
Reduction Unit at Highways who will then 
get a picture of the problem and see what 
can be done to improve things subject to 
there being funds available. The last 
accident involving an injury was reported 
in 2016 so it's obvious that the police have 
not been reporting accidents that have 
happened since then. It was suggested to 
the Highways Officer that maybe this 
could be happening in other places - not 
just in Thursford. 
 
Highways agreed to contact Police HQ to 
get a full record of accidents at these 
crossroads to see if it might help our 
cause.  
Meantime.... 
Highways have agreed that all the white 
lines across the whole of the junction are 
worn and will be arranging for them all to 
be "refurbished"  so they are clearly visible 
In respect of reducing the speed limit of 50 
mph - Highways decide this on the basis 
of various rules as they do try to keep 
traffic moving on main roads as quickly as 
possible. Basically, there are not enough 
houses and people in the area to justify a 
reduction.  If their Casualty Reduction Unit 
gets better information on injuries it may 



help. Highways will not pay for flashing 
speed limit signs so if we as a Parish 
Council want this, either in Thursford itself 
or at the Crawfish, we would have to buy 
the signs - 3 would cost around £4000 but 
grants towards this may be available. 
Also, the downside is that they don't come 
with planning permission and have to be 
moved to a different location (a site 
agreed by Highways) in the village every 
four weeks.  The moving of the signs 
would need to be done by volunteers, and 
it is really a two person job. The matter will 
be discussed at the January Parish 
Council Meeting. 
 
Thursford 2019 Christmas Show Once 
again villagers were invited to the dress 
rehearsal of the Show.  They were not 
only treated to this spectacular 
performance but also mince pies and 
mulled wine at half time.  What a great 
Show yet again – every year something 
different and certainly the 2019 Show 
pulled off several surprises.  
 
Bonfires all around The Allotment 
Bonfire planned for 9th November was 
cancelled, as the site was waterlogged.  
However, the previous Saturday had seen 
one huge bonfire arranged by the 
Thursford Collection.  Cast members and 
villagers were invited to this.  There was 
music, merriment and a hog roast. It was 
noted that this bonfire was still giving off 
smoke three weeks after the event – and 
that is despite the very heavy Autumn 
rains! 
 
Norfolk County Council Adult Learning 

Want a New Year challenge? 
New courses are starting in Adult 

Learning.  There is a programme of 
leisure based courses as well as courses 

aimed at obtaining a qualification 
www.norfolk.gov.uk/adultlearning 

Update on Norwich Western Link 
Project planning continues at Norfolk 
County Council for the new Norwich 
western Link – a new dual carriageway 
between the A47 and the western end of 
Broadland Northway (formerly known as 
the NNDR).  Earlier in the year NCC 
councillors agreed to the preferred route 
for the road and the project was made a 
regional priority – hopefully enabling it to 
secure national funding.  The project has 
now moved on a further notch as surveys 
and design work are currently being 
carried out and a starting date of 2022 has 
even been announced!  
 
The Village Quiz Night in November 
Thanks to everybody who came to the 
Quiz night  at the Binham Chequers in 
November.  It is really the big night in the 
Parish Diary! Lots of residents from 
Thursford and their friends took part and 
holiday makers also joined in. Helped by a 
raffle, the event raised £446 towards the 
building fund at St. Andrew's which was a 
wonderful result. 
 
 

 
Natural Christmas Wreaths 

 
Available at the Double Octave Concert 
on 12th December or you can pre-book 

and have them delivered. 
Medium size wreaths £6.00 

New for Christmas 2019  - natural wreath 
with battery operated outdoor lights 

£16.00 (must be pre-ordered) 
All proceeds to the Church Loo Project. 

Tel 01328 878196

.		
Things we can do in our gardens this winter to help wildlife 
Leave your compost heap undisturbed until April. It is a home for insects and amphibians and even 
hedgehogs. Insulation of log piles can be improved by covering the pile with leaves. It is a home for 
small mammals and amphibians. Leave seed heads as they provide shelter for ladybirds and are a 
natural source of food for birds. They also provide interest in the garden. Also leave some areas of 
your borders to rot down naturally. Resist digging soil until mid-spring – insects overwinter in the soil.  

     



 
Vendangers hard at work.  It took one and a half 

hours to pick Chardonnay grapes from 350 vines – Where has this picture been taken? 

 

Having a Party? 
St. Andrew's have  available for hire: 

 
A party tent 24ft by 12ft with instructions on how to put it up supplied. 

 (£20 per weekend) 
 

5 strong folding tables seating 8-10 people each (£5 per table or £20 for the lot) 
 

15 folding chairs.(£15 ) 
 

Hirer to collect and return to the church  
Further details contact Sylvia and Steve Yerby on 878823 

 
 
Diary Dates 
 
Thursday 12th Dec 7.00 pm Double Octave Christmas Carol Concert by Candlelight 
followed by mulled wine and mince pies (bring a torch) 
Friday 20th Dec 4.30 Carols with the cows at Meadow Farm.  Enjoy singing in the 
cow shed. Followed by mulled wine and mince pies. 
Sunday 22nd Dec Carols in the Chapel followed by mulled punch and mince pies. 
Christmas Day Service at 11.00 with mulled wine and mince pies after the service. 
Friday 3rd January – Mobile Library calls in the village 
Friday 17th Jan Seed Swop and Winter Social at Fulmodeston Old School. This is an 
event organised by the Food Production Club. 
Wednesday 29th January 7.00 p.m. Thursford Ladies Night at the Barsham Arms 
Saturday 1st February Village Supper at Hindringham Village Hall. A Middle Eastern 
theme.  
 

The Thursford Tablet is published by Thursford Parish Council, written by the Parish Clerk 
with contributions from local people. Householders receive a hard copy which is delivered by 

volunteers.  The Tablet is also on the Village Website www.thursford.org.uk.  
 The Parish Clerk is Kerry Harris at kerry_thursfordpc@yahoo.com


